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Important Dates & Times

The Constitution and Bylaws of the Puyallup Tribe of the State of Washington

Article IV Election and Nominations for the Tribal Council, Section 1

Any qualified voter who has not been recalled from membership in the Tribal Council within five (5) years from the 
date of the next election may become a candidate for membership in the Tribal Council. He or she shall file a notice 
of candidacy with the Secretary of the Tribal Council at least forty-five (45) days before the primary election. The list of 
candidates shall be posted by the Secretary of the Tribal Council in at least three (3) places within the reservation for 
not less than ten (10) days before the primary election.

Friday, May 7 Deadline for absentee ballot request: must be received 
in the Election Board’s mail box by 9 a.m.

Saturday, June 5

Friday, June 11

More Information

Absentee Ballots: must be received in the Election Board’s mail 
box by  8 a.m.

GENERAL ELECTION: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Chief Leschi School, 5625 
52nd St. East, Puyallup.
The election will take place on the elementary side of campus.

Courtesy mail-out of election count. 

For Election related questions, please email 
ElectionBoard@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov or write to 1625 E. 
72nd St. Ste 700--PMB 149, Tacoma, WA 98404. 

Puyallup Tribal Council 2021 General Election Voter Guide. Copyright © 2021 Puyallup Tribe of Indians. 3009 East Portland Avenue, Tacoma, 
WA 98404. www.PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

2021 Voters’ Guide is a publication of the Puyallup Tribal News. Candidates’ submissions were not edited by newspaper staff.
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4 Sylvia P. Miller

5 Anna Bean 

6 Fred Dillon

7 Archie Cantrell

8 James V. Miles Sr.

9 Patricia Ortiz Conway

Index of Candidates

Tribal Council (Candidates listed in order of Primary Election vote count)

Candidates running in the General Election for three open positions on Puyallup Tribal Council:
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Sylvia P. Miller

Greetings Tribal Members. My
name is Sylvia Miller and I am
running for Tribal Council.

I’ve said it before and will continue to say, 
I am so THANKFUL for the PUYALLUP 
TRIBE and everything it does for the 
membership. I am appreciative and 
HUMBLED by the continuous LOVE and 
SUPPORT I receive after all these years. 
I have served on council for 18 years, but 
have been working for the Puyallup Tribe 
since 1977 (43+ years). I was born and raised 
on the Puyallup Reservation, and I have 
been blessed to raise my children on the 
Puyallup Reservation.

First and foremost I would like to take 
the time to THANK ALL OF THE GREAT 
LEADERS "past and present"! I have had 
the pleasure of working with a lot of them 
on and off of Council. Many I had the 
opportunity to work within the community 
from the many committees I’ve served 
on such as Board of Trustees, Youth 
Committee, Funeral Committee, Steer 
Committee (Port Development), Election 
Committee, School Board (CLS), Natural 
Resource/Fisheries, and many others.

I believe this last year has been 
challenging in many ways for all of 
us. As a Council Member during this 
pandemic some very difficult decisions 
were made on how to protect the health 
and well-being of our TRIBAL MEMBERS 
and TRIBAL ASSETS EQUALLY. New 
and creative ways to provide program 
services to Tribal Members in a safe 
manner were discovered. Emergency 
reserve dollars were stretched to ensure 
benefits (Employment, Health Care, Per-
Capita, Education, Housing, Emergency 

Assistance, and other program assistance) 
would continue uninterrupted throughout 
this pandemic. The closure of the EQC, 
which is our largest financial provider, was 
a big test on our spirits, minds, and bodies 
as a tribe. I am proud to say that we have 
some great FRONT LINE EMPLOYEES, 
ESSENTIAL EMPLOYEES, and many 
others who worked and continue to work 
effortlessly to help keep programs and 
assistance available throughout these 
uncertain times. We utilized CARES funds 
to purchase a brand new apartment 
complex that is used for quarantine facility, 
distributed additional assistance for 
elder living, education, housing and food/
necessities distribution and much more. 
We are still diligently working on building 
reserve funds, economic growth and 
expanding assistance for Tribal Members 
in these unforeseen times while protecting 
the health and well-being of everyone.

Unfortunately some of my previous goals 
have not been met due to the pandemic. 
Some accomplishments are:

Vaccine provided to Tribal Members, 
Employees, and their families.

Rapid Covid testing provided.

Opening of brand new BEAUTIFUL 
I-5 Casino.

Gorgeous Hotel built with the I-5 Casino.

3 Cannabis Stores opened.

Elders Assisted Living Facility.

Tax exemption on Per-Capita.

Cancer Center.

Tiny Homes for Homeless Tribal Members.

Additional Housing.

Tribally owned Medical Marijuana Lab.

Vocational Training at CLS.

Growth in Tribal Language.

Growth in participation in Tribal Culture.

Additional tutoring to assist with needs 
during this pandemic.

Keeping Per-Capita distribution during 
the pandemic.

Continued program resources and 
assistance throughout the pandemic.

More frequent membership meetings.

Open communication with membership.

Membership input on financial impacts.

My current goals:

More Economic Opportunities.

More Housing.

EXPANDING the reservation boundaries 
for trust.

More assistance with getting member’s 
property into trust.

The Tribe being a whole seller of Fireworks 
and Cigarettes.

Education assistance for pandemic 
set backs.

Seafood distributor.

More vocational training for younger ages 
to start career paths sooner.

More emergency reserve dollars for 
unforeseen needs.

Once again I ask for your support in 
this coming election. I will continue to 
protect Per-Capita’s/General Welfare 
for all Tribal Members. I am still a hard 
and dependable worker willing to do 
what is needed to get the job done. 
Please feel free to contact me on my 
cell 253-389-0362.

#VoteSylviaMiller

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT.
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Anna Bean

haʔɫ sləx̌il Good Day Honorable Relatives:

Thank you Puyallup Membership for your 
support in the 2021 Primary Elections.

My name is Anna Bean. I am a proud 
member of the Bean, Young, Manzanares/
Tougaw/Squally and Puyallup Tribal 
Families. I come to you all today, 
Membership of the Puyallup Tribe of 
Indians in full gratitude for allowing me 
both the honor and privilege of serving our 
people as 1 of the 7 elected Puyallup Tribal 
Council members.

It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the 
3 year mark of this term. In this timeframe 
I have learned so much and been a part 
of so much. I have had the great honor 
of connecting with our membership on 
all levels. I am extremely thankful for the 
many ways to connect whether it be by 
phone, email, social media, messenger, 
membership meetings, community 
events and social gatherings. It has been 
very important to me to keep open 
communications with our people.

I want to send my deepest gratitude to 
all of my relatives and friends for being 
understanding and extremely supportive 
as I took this role. In taking the oath of 
office, I pledged to fully committing to 
serving our people. I have achieved this by 
being present, approachable, accessible 
and actively engaged.

I want to thank all our Ancestors, Elders, 
past Council members and all 7 Council 
members I’ve had the pleasure of serving 
besides. Our Ancestors and Elders faced 
tougher times and fought for our rights to 
exist as a people. I am beyond humbled 
with gratitude for their warrior spirits, 
strength, love and prayers for all we are 
afforded today. Past Council members 
left a blueprint for many of the processes, 

policies and structure of what we all 
see today. A solid foundation to learn 
from and build off of and grow. I want to 
personally thank Chairman Bill Sterud, 
Vice Chairwoman Sylvia Miller, Councilman 
David Bean, Councilwoman Annette 
Bryan, Councilman James Rideout, 
Councilwoman Monica Miller and former 
Councilman Tim Reynon. Thank you all 
for assisting me as I’ve navigated through 
all aspects of holding my Council seat. 
Your individual skillsets are unique and 
have attributed to my success on this 
journey. Whether we agree or disagree, our 
strength is found in our love for our people.

A few action items I am proud of are:

• Implementation of Requirements 
for the Minors Trust w/Membership 
inclusion

• Implementation of Player Tracking 
in the Emerald Queen Casino 
(increasing revenue- in turn increasing 
Membership services and Distributions)

• Hosting the 2018 Power Paddle to 
Puyallup Tribal Canoe Journey

• Navigating and sustaining our 
Tribal Government through a global 
pandemic Covid-19

• Opening the NEW I-5 Emerald Queen 
Casino (no tent!!)

• Established in-house Communications 
Department

• Update Minors Trust.. July 1, 2019 
-January 31, 2021 accounts gained $30 
Million (through a global pandemic!!)

• Increasing Membership Distributions 
on performance based revenues w/
Membership inclusion 

• Growing Culturally and Spiritually 
(singing, praying and as of January 
dancing)

Any successes I have been a part of I 
hadn’t arrived there alone. I would like 
to acknowledge and thank the Puyallup 
Council Secretaries and ALL staff from 
the Puyallup Tribal Government, Emerald 
Queen Casino, Chief Leschi Schools, 
Puyallup Tribal Health Authority, Marine 
View Ventures, Puyallup Tribal Cannabis 
Enterprise, Commencement Bay Cannabis, 
Salish Cancer Center and Qwibil. Having 
a healthy connection with our entities 
and staff is vital to my position. It allows 
for sound decision making, accuracy in 

responses and implementation through to 
improvements in membership services. 

If anything I have proven I am willing to 
jump in anywhere needed and that I am 
not above any work that is to be done. 
Sleeves rolled up and ready to work for our 
people day in and day out. I do not know 
everything and I don’t pretend to. If I am 
unsure I’ll always find a way to make it 
happen or find someone who does. 

While we have made steps in the right 
direction to honor our past, handle the 
present and secure our future. We still 
have plenty of work ahead. I am fully 
committed to being a part of that work.

Throughout this pandemic I have 
sincerely missed you all. I have missed our 
gatherings, sharing meals, sharing our 
lives, sharing hugs and most of all sharing 
a good laugh. I look forward to being 
together again. I am thankful for all social 
outlets to engage and communicate.   

Again, I thank you all for allowing me 
the honor and privilege of serving as a 
Puyallup Tribal Council member. As a leader 
I have walked with and sat amongst our 
people. I take great pride in knowing I’ve 
represented all families and every member. 
I take great pride in ensuring I have 
remained a humble servant to our people.

At this time I am respectfully asking to 
continue on this path of servitude. I am 
humbly asking for your support in the 2021 
Puyallup Tribal Council Elections. I am 
requesting to be 1 of your 3 votes. 

Sage and Cedar Blessings to you all. 

VOTE ANNA BEAN 2021!!      

Please feel free to contact me through 
your outlet of choice. I look forward to 
speaking with you all.
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Fred Dillon

Greetings to you, our Puyallup tribal 
members; 

First off, I'd like to say THANK YOU and 
let you all know that I am truly filled with 
gratitude for all of you that supported me 
in the primary election and ask you all for 
your continued support on June 5th in our 
general election. 

I have been asked what is my plan and 
what would I do if I get elected to tribal 
council. To be honest, I have to say, to keep 
being the leader I am that continues to 
preserves and protect our treaty rights. 
I will look out for all our people and make 

sure we leave something good for the 
next 7 generations. 

The sky is the limit when it comes to what 
we can do when we work together. Here 
are just a few of many things that I feel we 
need to work on.

• Economic Development - The 
location of our reservation is the best 
for so many things. For example: 
shopping centers, grocery stores and 
entertainment attractions. We should 
also be looking at getting more tribal 
owed businesses going other than 
the casino and gas stations. I look 
forward to working with the council, 
the membership and our team to 
follow through with creating and 
establishing these opportunities. 

• Housing - Housing is and should 
always be a top priority for all of us. We 
are so fortunate to have all we have 
and homeless shouldn’t be an issue for 
our people. I will work hard to make 
sure we provide housing opportunities 
for our membership.  

• Natural Resources - Natural 
Resources is what and who we truly 
are. We are fishers, hunters and 
gatherers. We are the protectors of 
these, as well as all the elements they 
live in. I will continue to stand up and 
fight to make sure we preserve and 
protect this way of life. 

• There are many other concerns I would 
like to improve on such as our elders, 
youth, culture and traditions, health and 
education. I look forward to sharing and 
hearing from you; the membership, on 
how we can improve these.

If you are unable to cast your vote in-
person, remember to cast your vote by 
absentee ballot and vote!!! 

Always remember your Vote is your Voice 
and they BOTH DO COUNT!!!
Let’s be heard!

VOTE FRED DILLON – PUYALLUP TRIBAL 
COUNCIL 2021
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Archie Cantrell

haʔł sləx̌il txʷəl gʷəlapu, siʔiʔab dʔiišəd, 
dsyayayəʔ.

Good day to you folks, my honorable 
friends, and relatives. 

ʔəsk’ʷədiitubułəd čəd.
I am praisingly grateful to you folks.

I am overwhelmed by the love and 
support from our membership in the 
primary election. 

Everything that we are, we owe to 
our ancestors. 

It is my goal to continue the positive work 
that we have started to ensure that each 
and every individual in our community 
gets the fair and equitable support that 
they deserve. 

I work under the principles that those that 
have the ability to take action, have the 
responsibility to take action.

As a life-long member, and a long-time 
employee of the Puyallup Tribe, I have seen 
growth, opportunity, and prosperity. I look 
forward to grabbing the baton and leading 
our people into the future.

I plan to continue focusing my efforts on:

• Increasing communication and 
transparency

• Protecting our tribal sovereignty 

• Fighting for our treaty rights

• Preserving and enhancing our natural 
resources

• Inter-government relations

• Promoting our culture

• Empowering our Youth

• Uplifting our Elders

• Diversifying Economic Development

• Supporting our Tribal Employees

• Expanding the reach of Higher 
Education Program

• Prioritizing Physical and Mental 
Wellness

• Creating fair employment 
opportunities

• Reducing nepotism

• Protecting our Per Capita and 
increasing bonuses

• Advocating for a singular data system 
for tribal member information

• Making the navigation of Membership 
Services easier

I plan to use my skill set, educational 
background, and experience to create 
effective change.

My plan is to not only talk about the issues, 
but act on them. 

I advocate for open council meetings, 
access to meeting minutes in a timely 
manner and council availability at all times. 

As we continue to grow as a tribe, we 
need council members who have the 
understanding and education to ensure 
that we are working for our membership 
as a whole. 

We are all equals. Every single member 
matters. All of us near and far matter. I look 
forward to ensuring that the rights of all 
members are upheld and that we grow 
and prosper together. 

I sincerely appreciate all of the kind words 
and support that I have received. Let's 
work together to ensure our future is as 
bright as it can possibly be; not just for us, 
but for future generations going forward.

With love and respect, THANK YOU for your 
consideration.

  ‑ Archie Cantrell
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James V. Miles Sr.

Vote James V. Miles Sr. 
for Tribal council 21’

Thank you to all Puyallup Voters in this 
year's Primary Election.

With the general election approaching 
shortly, I humbly ask for your time and 
consideration for me as a Puyallup 
Tribal Council member. I want to be a 
transparent candidate, someone you can 
be confident in. I believe a Puyallup Tribal 
Council Member is fully responsible for 
Tribal resources. They should protect these 
resources with might, stamina, and vigor. 
We must focus and prioritize our goals to 
meet and eventually exceed the needs of 
our Tribe. 

First, it is vital to understand the sacrifices 
made by our ancestors. We can do this 
by looking at the Medicine Creek Treaty 
between our Tribe and the United States. 
We must remember what our ancestors 
fought, died for, and surrendered to secure 
our future. With this understanding, we 
can come together and realize a plan 
our ancestors would be proud of. We can 
protect and support our current tribal 
families and the tribal families to come.

The following is what our ancestors 
agreed to:

Medicine Creek Treaty 
ARTICLE 1.
The said tribes and bands of Indians 
hereby cede, relinquish, and convey 
to the United States, all their right, 
title, and interest in and the lands and 
country occupied by them,

ARTICLE I – JURISDICTION AND 
TERRITORY
Except as limited by applicable law, 
the authority of the Puyallup Tribe 
of Indians shall extend to all people, 
lands, waters, air space, and natural 
resources within the Puyallup Indian 
Reservation and to all activities, events, 
or circumstances that may affect the 
health, safety, welfare or environment 
of the Reservation, the Tribe or its 
members, or the aboriginal and treaty 
reserved rights of the Tribe or its 
members.

To properly address the needs of our 
people, we must first develop an 
understanding of our limitations and 
obligations to our people. I have spent 
many years of my life developing 
strategies and planning opportunities that 
strengthen our tribal resources.

The growth of the tribal population is 
inevitable. This growth must be met with 
swift action, exertion, and direction. We 
must allocate our resources to meet and 
exceed the needs of Tribal families. We 
must provide our children with the right to 
grow up in a safe, loving, and comfortable 
environment. We need to give the Elders 
the respect, love, and admiration they 
deserve. We need to put our Tribe first and 
it is our responsibility to uphold the sanctity 
and sacredness of our Ancestral Lands.

Our people need affordable housing, our 
people need lands that they can take 
pride in, and our people need a strong 
and steadfast Tribal Government who will 
stop at nothing to better the lives of all 
tribal members.

I will spend the next three years working 
with tribal families so they can get the 
housing and assistance they rightfully 
deserve. I will advocate for land purchases 
that benefit housing for tribal families in 
need. I will advocate for the construction 
of another Elder Living Facility that directly 
benefits our Elders. I will advocate for the 
construction of a TRIBAL treatment center, 
a treatment center that we can call our 
own which directly assists members who 
are battling addiction.

My Six Month Plan by the next fiscal year: 
(October 01, 2021)

1. Increase the amount of Housing 
Assistance in the area of Mortgage, 
Rental, and Down payment for Tribal 
Members exclusively within 50 miles of 
the Reservation.

2. Purchase land to build homes for 
members who cannot find housing.

3. Develop sources that fund our housing 
permanently, like the trust fund that 
came from our land claim settlement.

4. Fight for the true Employment of 
our Members and advocate for the 
advancement and promotion of 
our Tribal Members into leadership 
positions. The Right of preference 
for Tribal Member employment 
is our LAW and must be enforced 
throughout the entire tribe.

5. Establish the funding to build a 50-bed 
co-ed Treatment facility exclusively 
for Puyallup Tribal Members that 
helps with both Addiction and Mental 
Health.

6. Establish funding for a Long House 
that will serve our Tribal Community 
for ceremonial and celebrations.

7. Work with our casino management 
and all of our profit centers to increase 
profits, by increasing our strength 
within our markets, which in turn 
increases our Bonuses and stabilizes 
our per capita benefits.

All of these things are possible, this is a 
plan I know will work if we can utilize and 
prioritize our resources.

I am asking for just one of your three votes. 
I would be honored if you chose me to 
represent you, and an agenda that puts 
Puyallup Tribal Families First.

Sincerely,

James V. Miles Sr. for Puyallup Tribal 
Council 21’
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Patricia Ortiz Conway

A Vote for Patricia is Honorable 

Honor Our Connections

Include Our People, Improve Our 
Government, While Honoring Our Traditions

Gratitude
First, I want to give all the praise and glory 
to Creator for the path I am on today. I 
appreciate everyone who practiced their 
right, as tribal members, to vote in the 
primary election, and for each vote of 
confidence in me. I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know the membership, and each person’s 
needs, passions, grievances, concerns, and 
their hopes for our future. I raise my hands 
in gratitude and love to each and every 
one who has continued to support me up 
until this point in my life. 

Let’s keep the momentum going as we 
move towards the general election. Let’s 
continue to work together, uplift one 
another, while sharing our visions for our 
tribe. Remember we can do anything 
we put our minds to, all we have to do 
is believe, align our actions with our 
thoughts and prayers, and work hard for 
what we want!

Family
I was raised by Debi Steve, Tulalip.  She 
taught me to pray, to be humble, be kind, 
be helpful and to be a strong warrior 
woman.  My dad was Charles ‘Doghides’ 
Conway, whom maintained a relationship 
with me. I was blessed to have 2 more 
fathers, Tracy Kona, Tulalip, and Simon 
Satiacum, Puyallup. These strong warrior 
men practiced their treaty rights. I give 
credit to the many Aunties and Uncles who 
helped raise me while my parents sought 
work, school, fishing, hustling fireworks, 
etc.  I am thankful to my husband Ernesto 
for standing by my side for the past 12 
years as we raise our children together, 
I am forever grateful to our Puyallup 
community for helping me to raise my 
children in a way that represents what it 
means to be Puyallup. 

Government & Education
In 2008, after my dad, Chuck died, I came 
home to Tacoma.  I hit boots to the ground 
running. I applied and was appointed to 
several commissions and committees, while 
continuing to pursue higher education. I 
served on the School and Housing Board 
which had supervisory responsibility to the 
Executive Director and the Superintendent. 
The skills and experience I gained were: 
funding management, legal and human 
resource experience, collaboration with 
governmental bodies, and community 
members, tribal advocacy and honoring 
ancestors. In 2016, I co-founded with Benita 
Ochoa, a member driven candidates forum. 
The annual forum raises the voices of ALL 
members, empowers voters, gives equal 
access to candidates, and promotes healthy 
conversations toward positive change. 

This experience, as well as my educational 
pursuits, have prepared me to serve 
on council. Our council representatives 
create the laws and policies that govern 
our people, fight to protect our treaty 
rights, preserve our natural resources, 
and exercise government to government 
relations, while providing for the social and 
economic well-being of our people. 

Why am I running for Council? 
I would be honored to serve our members. 
As a new council member, I would stand 
on the shoulders of the leaders who came 
before me to strategically plan for the 
next 7 generations. We can bring wellness 
practices into our government by honoring 
our traditions. From our natural laws to 
traditional values and spiritual practices, 
we have to integrate these values into 
everything we do. Our traditional values 
call for collaborative and transparent 
leadership across the membership. 
Right now, the only way we can voice 
our collective power is through the Tribal 
Council Elections and Voting for Lawyers. 
We members should be voting on more 
issues! The ONLY path of power for our 
people is to AMEND the constitution.  

Platform & Vision 
The vision I bring to council is  centered 
around three key areas: constitutional 
reform, needs based decision making, and 
accountability and transparency. This would 
increase the voice of the membership, 
improve the performance of tribal entities 
and programs, and allow for informed 
decision making by the membership. 

1. Constitutional Reform- Our 
constitution needs to be amended 

to reflect our traditions and values 
and reserve powers for members. 
The number of members needed for 
a referendum must be based on the 
number of actual voters. We need 
checks and balances. 

2. Needs Based Decision Making- We 
must continue to make decisions that 
align with our traditions and are based 
on our current, and future needs. We 
need Master Plans that address: 
a. Housing- If we are saying we want 

tribal members to move home, then 
we need to plan for that growth. 
Historically, our people were never 
“homeless.” We must align our 
practices with our traditional values. 

b. Youth- We must prioritize the diverse 
needs of our youth. We need to listen 
to the staff, youth, and parents and 
act now. We have the knowledge 
and resources to heal ourselves. 

c. Education- Education is of the 
utmost importance.  This means 
both a formal education and 
traditional teachings, such as 
ceremonies, exercising treaty 
rights, wellness, etc. At Chief Leschi, 
we need a long term plan that is 
Puyallup driven and includes the 
voice of School Board, Council, and 
the membership.

d. Economic Development- We have 
to get creative, and think outside 
the box. We have to move into more 
markets - including those outside of 
the reservation, while including ALL 
of our members.. Members know 
what we need to move forward, but 
we don’t know what actions, if any, 
Council has taken. Members need  
to know what is feasible. Council  
can advise members of risks and 
wealth opportunities.   

3. Accountability and Transparency- This 
has to be added to the Constitution. 

a. To truly protect our rights as 
members, the following need 
to be added to the constitution: 
general council, quarterly member 
meetings, open and public 
meetings, and the immediate 
posting of minutes upon approval. 
We need a members website 
portal to support the sharing of 
this information. We are in the 
information age, and must use 
technology to our advantage. 

I can be reached at (253) 312-8914. Reach 
out. I would love an opportunity to listen. 
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