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The latest air study of the Tacoma LNG 
plant is so wrought with inaccuracies, 
gaps, and out-dated science that several 
environmental groups have joined the 
Puyallup Tribe in rebuking the Puget 
Sound Clean Air Agency’s work and 
process. 

Puyallup Tribal Councilmembers Annette 
Bryan, David Bean, Anna Bean, and Tribal 
Member and Water Warrior Dakota 
Case joined forces to confront the out-
dated science in the latest supplemental 
environmental impact statement 
released by the PSCAA in October. The 
Tribe testified as a group at the PSCAA’s 
marathon hearings held Tuesday, Oct. 30 
at the Rialto Theater in Tacoma.

“The City of Tacoma and PSCAA have 
failed to consult with the Puyallup Tribe. 
They have allowed PSE to construct the 
LNG plant without the proper permits,” 
said Councilmember Annette Bryan, 
speaking for the Tribe. “Consultation 
with the Puyallup Tribe means you don’t 
build unless you consult and come to an 
agreement with the Tribe. Consultation 
is required by federal law to properly 
carry out the federal trust responsibility 
intended to secure our treaty-protected 
land and resources. Thus, the failure 
to properly consult with the Tribe is a 
violation of federal law.”

Bryan concluded her remarks to an 
outpouring of cheers from hundreds 
of LNG opponents who invoked their 
support for the Puyallup Nation and 
demanded PSCAA and the City of 
Tacoma consult with the Tribe. “This 
PSCAA study is nothing more than a 
false promise to the Puyallup Tribe of 
Indians and the citizens of Tacoma. It 
must be rejected and – at minimum – 
redone,” Bryan said.

Bryan also challenged PSE arguments 
that the LNG plant was a green-job 

generator, noting the plant will only 
provide a total of 18 permanent jobs, 
while the PTOI employed more than 
3,200 employees with hundreds of 
ancillary jobs throughout the region. 

Experts from Citizens for a Healthy 
Bay, the Sierra Club, and Advocates 
for a Cleaner Tacoma echoed the 
Tribe’s leadership on the failed science 
modeling the true environmental 
impacts. Other respected environmental 
experts from the nonprofit Sightline 
Institute have also condemned the 
study as inaccurate. Earlier this month, 
the Washington Environmental Council 
joined the chorus of environmental 
experts rejecting the air study as flawed.

“This project is worse than the status 
quo,” said Melissa Malott, executive 
director for Citizens for a Healthy Bay. 
She noted the groups board voted 
unanimously to withdraw their support 
of the project when they reviewed the 
SEIS. “It’s dishonest as drafted and it 
hides the most important information,” 
she said. “The Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
was excluded from this project at a 
critical stage in the process. The City 
of Tacoma had a legal responsibility 
to meaningfully follow the Tribe in 
consultation in the early stages of the 
project.

We did an open records request of the 
City and found they did not have the 
records to show that they meaningfully 
consulted with the Tribe under the 
requirements of the Land Claims 
Settlement Act.”

Puyallup Tribe and environmental experts blast 
science behind LNG air study
By PUYALLUP TRIBAL NEWS STAFF

Puget Sound Energy Facility under construction on Tacoma Tideflats. Photo credit: Austin Smith

“Consultation is required 

by federal law to properly 

carry out the federal trust 

responsibility intended to 

secure our treaty-protected 

land and resources. Thus, the 

failure to properly consult 

with the Tribe is a violation 

of federal law.”

ANNETTE BRYAN, COUNCILMEMBER

Puyallup Councilmember Annette Bryan addressing 
PSCAA at PSE LNG Hearing



Puyallup Tribal News           November 19, 2018    3

In September, before Puyallup Tribal 
News began transitioning, the Tribe 
hosted a member survey to see what 
you thought of the Nation’s newspaper. 
Hundreds of Puyallup Tribal Members 
responded, giving their thoughts. Here 
are some of those findings.

The Puyallup Tribal News staff is excited 
to have this information as we move 
forward in this transition. 

We are prepared to:

 » provide high-quality content that you 
will be interested in reading.

 » share what’s new with your fellow 
Tribal members and your community.

 » begin publishing online.
 » post collaboratively with Puyallup 

Tribe social media channels.
 » share content relevant to Indian 

County at large.
 » provide more Twulshootseed content.

Results from the Puyallup Tribal News survey
If you have any suggestions, ideas, 
or submissions, please send them 
to news@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov.

If Puyallup Tribal News 
were offered online, 
would you still read a 
printed copy?

How do you rate the overall quality of the 
newspaper?

How long do you read each issue?

Up to 10 minutes

10 to 30 minutes

30 to 60 minutes

Over one hour

46.7%

42.3%

9.8%

1.2%
1. Community Events

2. Member Announcements

3. Council Member Activities

4. Jobs Openings

5. Project Updates

6. Council Meeting Minutes

7. School Updates

8. Local Politics

9. Casino Events

10. Legal Announcements

What newspaper topics are the most 
important to you?

How do you feel 
about the length of 
the paper?

Should 
be longer

The right 
length

Could be 
shorter

Where do you get your Tribal news?

Social media

Tribal newspaper

Word of mouth

Other

Membership 
meetings

53.0%

22.5%

16.0%

6.0%

2.4%

Yes No

Female 75.5%        Male 24.5%Gender of 
respondents

Age of respondents

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+
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Haaland and Davids are the first Native 
women elected to Congress.

After election day, in which Democrats 
gained control of the House and Repub-
licans maintained control of the Senate, 
it was a big night of election wins for 
Native women as Deb Haaland, Laguna 
Pueblo, of New Mexico and Sharice 
Davids, Ho Chunk, from Kansas won their 
bid for Congress.

In New Mexico, Haaland unseated Dem-
ocratic Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham, who 
vacated the seat to run for governor, and 
Davids has unseated Kansas GOP Rep. 
Kevin Yoder.

In addition to the wins for Congress, 
Peggy Flanagan won the election as Lt. 
Governor for Minnesota. She was the 
running mate of Tim Walz who won his 
campaign for Governor of Minn.

Following the historic win, Haaland 
addressed a crowd of supporters at the 
Albuquerque Hotel.

“New Mexico made history tonight,” 
Haaland said. “I want to thank every 

single person who poured their heart 
and soul into this campaign. Congress 
has never heard a voice like mine, but 
when the 116th session of Congress 
begins, they will hear my voice.”

Flanagan tweeted shortly after her 
projected win last night: “Today, Tim 
Walz, our families, and I are humbled 
and grateful to stand before Minneso-
tans statewide. We are thankful for the 
hard work and support everyone has 
shown. Today, we continue the journey of 

making OneMinnesota a reality.”

In a powerful tweet that summed up the 
feeling for Sharice Davids, who is also an 
openly gay woman, “Thank You #KSO3.”

Article courtesy of Indian Country Today and 
author Vincent Shilling.

HERSTORY! Deb Haaland, Sharice Davids in 
Congress and Peggy Flanagan as Lt. Governor
By VINCENT SHILLING

Two Tribal Members from the Finance 
Department, Julie Hamilton and Matt 
Wadhwani, presented a financial update 
at the general membership meeting on 
Saturday, October 27, 2018.  By way of 
introduction, Julie came to the Tribe in 
1993, working in the Accounting depart-
ment for three years before going back 
to school and earning a law degree.  Julie 
worked at Deloitte in Seattle for three 
years on complex tax matters and came 
back to the Tribe in 2003, moving into 
the role of TFO in 2006. Julie holds a CPA 
and Bar license; she earned her bache-
lor’s degree from PLU and law degree 
from Seattle University. Matt came home 
to serve as the Tribe’s Finance Director 
in 2015 after spending time at Deloitte 
and Mattel in Los Angeles. Matt is also a 
licensed CPA and earned his bachelor’s 
degree from UCSB and master’s degree 
from UC Berkeley. 

The primary objectives of the presen-
tation were to provide the Membership 
with a transparent view of the overall 
financial health of the Tribe and an 
update on the new Casino Project. The 
following are the highlights of the pre-
sentation:

For FY2018, the Tribe had a net surplus 
of approximately $5 Million.

 » FY2018 Revenues over $260 Million:  
80 percent of revenues come from 
distributions from the Emerald 
Queen Casino.  The other 20 percent 
of revenues come from cigarette 
taxes, gas taxes, BJ’s Bingo, cannabis 
taxes, and other miscellaneous taxes 
and income.

 » FY2018 Expenses approximately $260 
Million:  65 percent of expenses are 
for per capita and direct member 

assistance payments for the Tribal 
Membership (5,372 Members). The 
other 35 percent of expenses are 
for supplemental funding to Tribal 
entities, capital projects like the 
Elder’s Assisted Living facility, and 
other governmental operating 
expenses.

Over the last 5 years, the Tribe has ac-
cumulated over $80 Million in reserves 
that will be used to partially fund the 
new I-5 Casino Project.

FY2018 Grants Revenues and Expenses:  
 » The Tribe received grant/contract 

funding from various granting 
agencies, like BIA, USDJ, HUD, DHHS, 
and EPA. These funds support many 
of the Tribe’s departments and 
programs.  Total amount for FY2018 
was just over $20 Million.

Continued on the next page.

Membership Meeting Summary October 27, 2018

As ballots are still being counted, a more 
comprehensive review of election results will be 
shared in the next issue of the newspaper.
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Over a sunny weekend in mid-October, 
Puyallup Tribal Youth worked alongside 
members of Earth Corps and Puyallup 
wildlife biologist Barbara Moeller to 
restore environmental balance to the 
land around Benbow Lakes. 

The land, which is home to the Gang Re-
sistance Education and Training (GREAT) 
Tribal Youth Camp, has been the focus of 
recent environmental restoration efforts 
for the Tribe, which acquired it more 
than a decade ago. Non-native invasive 
plants species have taken over much of 
the space. 

Planting 400 trees throughout 320 acres 
marked the conclusion of work made 
possible by a Bureau of Indian Affairs 
grant to the Puyallup Wildlife Depart-
ment. 

Youth volunteers joined the project 
through the Puyallup Tribal Youth Camp, 
which helps local Native youth in fourth 
through ninth grades participate in and 
lead community projects. Young people 

themselves select the projects they’ll 
work on, said Michael Beckett, a Puyallup 
Tribal Police school resource officer at 
Chief Leschi Schools.

After ninth grade, participants can be 
hired as camp counselors, where they 
assume more responsibility and develop 
leadership skills. 

The Benbow Lakes restoration work aims 
to encourage biodiversity by replacing 
invasive species with native plants. Addi-
tionally, it creates a lasting connection to 
the land for Puyallup Tribal youth, whose 
work will benefit young people attending 
the camp in the future. 

“Once a month I get to go hang out 
with friends at camp in the woods—it’s 

time we all look forward to,” said camp 
counselor Cody Murray, who’s been 
involved with Puyallup Tribal Youth 
Camp since elementary school, and is 
now studying mechanical engineering at 
Bates Technical College. For many, Tribal 
Youth Camp becomes a second home, 
he said. 

The weekend concluded with a celebra-
tory bonfire, food, and storytelling.

The Tribal Youth Camp’s partner, Earth 
Corps, helps young adults do envi-
ronmental restoration projects in and 
around the Salish Sea. Many of the Earth 
Corps crew members—who hail from 
regions all across the United States—are 
recent college graduates who studied 
environmental science.

Puyallup Tribal youth are restoring the land, 
building relationships
By PUYALLUP TRIBAL NEWS STAFF

The group planting trees along the north side of Benbow Lakes.

Earth Corps Crew Leader Cory Burk.

 » FY2019 Tribal Government Operating 
Budget approved on Sept. 11, 2018.  
This was the second year that the 
Tribe’s budget was approved before 
the fiscal year began.

Casino Project Overview:
 » The total cost is over $400 Million 

and is being financing with debt and 
Tribal cash.

 » The Casino will open in December 
2020 and the Hotel will follow in the 
summer of 2021.

 » The Casino will be over 300,000 sq. 
ft. in size and include two parking 
garages, a 2,000 seat event center, 
and several restaurants.

 » The Hotel is currently being designed, 
and the Tribal Council has instructed 
the architect, the Cuningham 
Group, to design a 3-4 star facility 
that includes an upscale rooftop 
restaurant and approximately 170 
rooms.

Membership Meeting Summary  Continued
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Rez 2 Rez Tour: Your Voice, Your Vote

Thanks to all those who used their 
voice to vote, and a special thanks 
to our Road Warriors, ranging 
from ages 12-84, who set the tone 
as we prepare for Native Vote 
2019:

Lummi Councilmember        
Freddie Lane

Quinault President Fawn Sharp

Puyallup Councilmembers Tim 
Reynon and James Rideout

Former Puyallup Chairwoman and 
respected elder Ramona Bennett

Puyallup Community Events 
Coordinator Chester Earl

Former Vice Chair Teresa Sheldon

Former Yakama Councilmember 
Asa Washine

Quinault Tribal Member Titus 
Capoeman

Field Organizer of First American 
Project Jacob Johns

Director of First American Project 
Matthew Rendazzo

Quinault Youth Daniel Malvini

Videographer Matt Sherman

Logistics Coordinator Leesa Wright

Clayton Shelton, 12 years old

The final destination for this Rez 2 Rez 
Washington state road trip ended on 
election night, Nov. 6, at the ballots. The 
Native Vote ‘18 Rez 2 Rez tour rallied 
Tribes and tribal members to “get out 
the Native vote,” focusing on two primary 
initiatives: Yes on I-940 and Yes on I-1631. 
The tour was empowered by tribal dig-
nitaries and organizers who travelled 
between 29 tribal communities in ten 
days to deliver a clear message:

“The Native vote is the Native Voice,” 
said Rez 2 Rez visionary and Lummi 
Councilmember Freddie Lane. 
“Anything is possible when we come 
together and set aside our differences 
as Native people; it’s remarkable.” 
The Rez Tour came together when 
he and I-1631 leader and Quinault 
President Fawn Sharp joined forces 
with the Puyallup Tribe at the Cen-
tennial Accord. Together, they were 
energized to motivate the Native Vote 
and remind people the power of their 
voice and vote. 

Although Initiative I-1631, a co-authored 
tribal initiative that would protect the envi-
ronment by placing a fee on big polluters, 
did not pass, President Sharp sent this 
message to the Initiative’s supporters:  

“We didn’t win this campaign, but our 
work is FAR from finished. Big Oil, the 
Koch brothers, and all their corporate 
cronies spent over $31 million in the 
largest campaign of lies and deceit 
in Washington state history to defeat 
us. It’s heartbreaking to know they 
secured a free pass and will continue 
to pollute and destroy our environ-
ment without any consequence or 
accountability. But not for long. … We 
proved, through both I-1631 and I-940, 
tribes will lead where others have 
failed and unite to courageously and 
honorably protect and defend all that 
is sacred to us.”

Her sentiment was reflected by Puyallup 
Tribe Councilmember Tim Reynon on the 
success of I-940:

“I’m beyond grateful that voters re-
soundingly approved I-940 and all 
our blood, sweat, and tears have paid 
off. It was so sweet to celebrate this 
victory with our tribal relatives from all 
across the state and with the families 
in our area that have been impacted 
by police use of deadly force. We 
were reunited with so many of our 
Justice for Jackie family tonight who 
we haven’t seen in quite some time. 
… Thank you to all who got out and 
voted and helped us gain this victory 
for I-940. To all the families that have 
been at the heart of this campaign, I 
pray this victory will bring you a bit of 
solace and peace and some sense of 
justice.”

The Tacoma News Tribune also reported 
on the Tribe’s role in passing I-940, 
saying, “The Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
gave the largest sum, $600,000, to 
another of this year’s successful ballot 
measures: Initiative 940, which will beef 
up law enforcement training and change 
the deadly-force standard. Is there 
anyone whose investment in our state 
runs deeper and longer than the tribes?”

Voters turned out in a big way, and the 
Rez 2 Rez Road Warriors played a big role 
in empowering the Native vote here in 
Washington state. As Quinault President 
Sharp reflects on the opposition, “They’ve 
met their match and (now) know Tribal 
Nations are strong, fierce, and powerful.” 

Martin Sherman, Jacob Johns, Theresa Sheldon, Puyallup 
Councilmember Tim Reynon, Lummi Councilmember 

Freddie Lane, Titus Capoeman on Nisqually lands

Quinault President Fawn Sharp, Former Puyallup Chairwoman and Elder Ramona Bennett, 
Puyallup Councilmember James Rideout

By PUYALLUP TRIBAL NEWS STAFF
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Puyallup, WASH. – On Oct. 23, 2018, The 
Puyallup Tribe embarked on a monu-
mental chapter as higwədaltxw House 
of Respect opened its doors for service. 
Tribal Elder Connie McCloud began 
the blessing with a few words, then 
handed the floor over to Muh-huh-Len 
to open the prayer. Sprigs of cedar were 
handed out to the guests and staff as 
they circled the entrance in prepara-
tion for the ceremony. Tribal member 
Clinton McCloud led the group as they 
made their way through the facility, 
careful to cover all areas in blessings 
and good medicine. Gathering around 
the entrance once again, Tribal Elder 
Connie McCloud asked each participant 
to share some words. “This is your oppor-
tunity to share what you would like to 
share. What you would like to see, how 
you feel, whatever it is that you want to 
say. So that you too leave your prayer, 

and you don’t have to say a lot, but say 
something, because it’s like leaving 
your breath here and helping this place 
become alive.”

“I am incredibly honored and extremely 
grateful to be part of this Tribe in helping 
their elders.” —Executive Director Russ 
Hanscom.

“I think we’re all honored to be at this 
point; we’ve waited a long time for this 
building to be here to bring our people 
and now we get to come home.” 
—Executive Director and Tribal Member 
Vernetta Miller.

“I appreciate the opportunity to be 
here. I just hope for good partnerships 
for everybody who moves in here. And 
I hope you fill your hallways with love 
and laughter, and good success for the 
community and everybody who moves 
in,” said Shannon Lawson, the Lincoln 
Pharmacy Liaison for LTC Pharmacy 
Services. 

Tribal Elder Tommy Dillon was greeted 
by the host of staff and guests as he 
arrived and became the first resident to 
move into the 20-resident elder assisted 
living facility. Over a four-week time 
frame, 16 Tribal elders will move into their 
new home, leaving the four remaining 
units to be filled based on need. 

The following Friday was the Grand 
Opening Celebration for higwədaltxw 
House of Respect. Connie McCloud 
explained that she had prayed for the 

rains to break during the celebration, and 
just as the festivities were starting the 
rains began to stop. After honoring the 
many individuals that helped make this 
event possible, Chairman Bill Sterud, Vice 
Chair David Bean, and Councilmembers 
Annette Bryan, James Rideout, and Anna 
Bean cut the ribbon to officially open 
the facility for business, welcoming each 
guest in for a grand tour. 

Directly following the Grand Opening, 
the Councilmembers, staff, and Tribal 
Members and Elders dressed up for the 
Elders’ Halloween party luncheon. A 
fantastic meal, raffle giveaway, costume 
contest, and lots of laughs, higwədaltxw 
House of Respect was gratefully 
welcomed by all. 

hig w daltx w  House of Respect opens its doors

Puyallup Tribal Councilmembers cut the ribbon at higwədaltxw House of Respect. Photo credit: Jenn Squally – Puyallup Tribe

Billie Barnes and Teddy Simchenhigwədaltxw House of Respect. 
Photo credit: Jenn Squally – Puyallup Tribe
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The Puyallup Tribal Language Program 
was contacted by the World Affairs 
Council in Seattle to arrange a visit with 
International delegates from Russia 
in search of Native groups revitalizing 
their ancestral languages. Through the 
State Department’s premier profession-
al exchange program, the Internation-
al Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 
brought seven community leaders and 
researchers focused on preserving indig-
enous cultural identities and languages 
throughout Russia. The Russian visitors 
represented indigenous groups from 
Udmurt, Yakutsk, Kamchatka, Komi-Per-
myaks, Finno-Ugric, and Khanty. The 
group also spoke their indigenous 
languages, including Yukagir, Udmurt, 
Tatar, Itelmens, and Evenk, in addition to 
Russian.

The group hoped to explore success-
ful efforts to preserve indigenous 
languages upon their visit to the United 
States—including research, education, 
and advocacy; observe the promotion 
of indigenous culture, heritage, music, 
folk art, and performance; and foster 
long-term connections between groups 
focused on language and cultural pres-
ervation. The group’s first stops in the 
United States included Washington, D.C., 
and the Jemez, Navajo, and Cherokee 
reservations.

Accompanied by World Affairs Council 
Program Officer, Camille Adkins-Rieck, 
and three interpreters, the delegate 
group from Russia arrived on the 

Puyallup Reservation on Tuesday 
November 7. Their first stop was at Chief 
Leschi Schools to visit the High School 
Lushootseed class, taught by Language 
Instructor, Archie Cantrell. The group 
was greeted by Chief Leschi staff and 
escorted to the Lushootseed Language 
classroom by Puyallup Tribal Language 
staff, Amber Sterud Hayward, Chris 
Duenas, Chris Briden, and David Swayla 
Duenas. The visitors observed Archie 
Cantrell and his high school students 
translate txwəlšucid sentences on the 
board and hold conversations about 
what each student did that day in  
txwəlšucid. 

The next visit on the itinerary included 
observing the Puyallup Tribal daycare, 
Grandview Early Learning Center. The 
group was welcomed by Program 
Director, Peggy McCloud and staff 
member Melanie Stafford. The group 
witnessed Language Instructor, Lenissa 
Grover and classroom teacher, David Tur-
nipseed leading the children in circle in 
the outdoor classroom. The children sang 
and danced as the delegates watched, 
and some participated in the activities. 
They visited the Pre-K classroom where 
David Turnipseed spoke in Russian and 
txwəlšucid to address the group. He 
explained to the visitors how txwəlšucid 
is being incorporated throughout the 
day in the classroom by three of the staff 
members, who all happen to be taking 
online txwəlšucid classes. Peggy McCloud 
then presented the group with gifts and 
thanked them all for visiting their facility. 

With arrangements made by Language 
Program Coordinator, Hope Sandstrom 
Morey, the Language Program staff 
then hosted the group at the Emerald 
Queen Casino ballroom for the rest of the 
afternoon.  The Language Program staff 
provided their guests with lunch and 
presented about their program. Archie 
Cantrell presented information about 
the Lushootseed language, including 
the tribes that speak Lushootseed, 
their locations and similarities and dif-
ferences in the northern and southern 
dialects. Program Director, Amber Sterud 
Hayward presented on the growth of 
the Language Program, statistics on 
speakers, and the methods the program 
utilizes to produce speakers in the 
community. Media/Web Developer, Chris 
Duenas presented on the social media 
presence the program uses to spread the  
txwəlšucid language to the community 
through their website, Facebook, 
YouTube, and SoundCloud. During this 
segment, a wide range of videos were 
shown to the group to enhance their 
learning experience. 

The group was very interested in the 
work being done on the Puyallup Res-
ervation to revitalize the txwəlšucid 
language. Many questions came 
through the translators for the Language 
Program staff on how to produce 
speakers and the methods used to do 
this. Questions also included how to use 
social media to spread the language, as 
well as making the language popular to

Continued on the next page.

Indigenous Russian delegates visit the Puyallup 
reservation in search of the txw lšucid language 
By AMBER STERUD HAYWARD, Language Program Director

Russian delegates with Puyallup Language Program Staff
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Mad scientists, pumpkin painting, apple 
cider, petting zoo, and more fun events 
for the whole family at our First Annual 
Harvest Gathering hosted on Saturday, 
October 20. This event was made 
possible by our community partners, 
staff, and parent volunteers who invested 
their time and goods to make this a 
great event.

Sterino Farms donated 200 pumpkins 
for pumpkin painting for our families to 
get in touch with their creative side and 
create some pumpkin painting master-
pieces!

The Pierce County Library provided 
handouts for our families to learn more 
about how to get involved at their local 
library! 

The Washington State Historical 
Museum engaged our community with 
activities and information about their 
museum. 

We had apples and an apple cider press 
for our students, staff, and families to 
make some delicious cider!

We had a petting zoo for our families to 
enjoy thanks to Old McDebbie’s Farm!

We also thank the Tacoma Art Museum, 
American Heart Association, Cascade 
Bike Club, Puyallup Tribal Language, 
Broadway Center for the Performing 
Arts, and Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 
for volunteering to support this event!

Thank you to our staff and parent volun-
teers for supporting the event as well! 
We are excited for this tradition to grow. 
Happy Harvest! 

First Annual Harvest Gathering

Students play bobbing for apples at the Harvest Gathering

School Staff at Harvest Gathering

Chief Leschi student enjoying the petting zooChief Leschi School family pose for a photo at the Harvest Gathering

Continued from the previous page.

encourage the younger generation’s in-
volvement. Some of the delegates’ focus 
areas were their traditional folk tales, and 
they inquired about similarities in the 
txwəlšucid traditional stories.

After the question and answer portion, 
delegate Galina Kravchenko from 
Kamchatka was very eager to share 
songs and dance with the Language 
Program staff. She borrowed a drum and 
shared several songs with the group, 
and the staff responded with txwəlšucid 
songs and dances for their visitors. Galina 
Kravchenko invited the Puyallup Tribal 
Language Program staff to visit her 
homelands in Kamchatka for an inter-

national festival of indigenous peoples 
in 2020. The event includes indigenous 
groups participating in culture sharing 
through drumming, singing, dancing, 
traditional clothing, and arts and crafts. 

After spending the day with each other, 
both groups thoroughly enjoyed their 
time together, without either group 
knowing each other’s languages. Inter-
preter, Karin Elliot Whitney shared with 
Language Program Director, Amber 
Sterud Hayward: 

“This was the best afternoon of our 
entire trip to date. They brought 
home from their day with you so 
many new instructional methods 

to apply at home! You and your 
colleagues brought your important 
work to life with playfulness, cre-
ativity, humor, and joy!”

The efforts expressed by both groups to 
preserve, revitalize, and continue their 
language use for future generations 
was the common thread. Indigenous 
groups across the world share similar 
work, struggles, and joy in maintaining 
and carrying forward their tradition-
al teachings through their ancestral 
languages. 
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The following symptoms of diabetes are 
typical. However, some people with type 2 
diabetes have symptoms so mild that they 
go unnoticed.

Common symptoms of diabetes:
n  Urinating often
n  Very thirsty and very hungry
n  Blurry vision
n  Very tired
n  Cuts/bruises that are slow to heal
n  Weight loss—even though eating more
n  Tingling, pain, or numbness in the 

hands/feet 

Early detection and treatment of diabetes 
can decrease the risk of developing the 
complications of diabetes.

For more information on prevention and 
management of diabetes, call Puyallup 
Tribal Health Authority at 253-593-0232 
ext. 534 or ext. 332. 

Source: American Diabetes Association; CDC 

November is National Diabetes Month
Living Well with Diabetes

n  Make and eat healthy food.
n  Be active most days.
n  Test your blood sugar often.
n  Take medicines as prescribed, 

even if you feel good.
n  Learn ways to manage stress.
n  Cope with the emotional side 

of diabetes.
n  Go to checkups.

Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 

Staying healthy during flu season
Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 
urges you to take the following 
actions to protect yourself and 
others from getting sick. 

 » Get the flu shot. Call PTHA for 
current flu vaccine clinic dates.  

 » Cough or sneeze 
into the inside of 
your elbow. Never 
use your hands. 

 » Wash your hands often, for at least 
20 seconds, with soap and water. 
If soap and water are not available, 
use an alcohol-based hand rub.

 » Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth. Germs spread this way.

 » Keep your body healthy by eating 
a variety of fresh fruits and 
veggies, take a daily multivitamin, 
exercise for at least 30 minutes 
each day, get 8-10 hours of sleep 
each night, and don’t smoke or 
drink alcohol. 

 » Try to avoid close 
contact with sick 
people.

 » If you are sick, stay home and  
limit contact with others as  
much as possible to keep from 
infecting them.

	

	

Protect Yourself. Protect Your Community. 

With the upcoming holiday closures and 
possible unexpected weather closures, 
PTHA wants to remind patients to plan 
ahead. It’s important to take care of your 
health care needs early and not wait to 
refill prescriptions, see the doctor, etc. 
If you’re not sure if PTHA is open, please 
call (253) 593-0232 and listen for a closure 
announcement. 

In the case of a closure, Puyallup Tribal 
Members can access health care services 
in the following ways.

 » Calling the PTHA on-call service 
at (253) 593-0232; after the 
announcement, press 9 and the on-
call service can assist you with: triage, 
referrals to urgent care and hospitals, 
and assistance with medications.  

 » Puyallup Tribal Members can also 
access urgent or emergent care at 
any health care facility. For urgent 
care after hours or during closures, 
please call the on-call nurse first. In 
case of emergent care situations, 
patients can notify PTHA within 72 
hours of receiving services. Please see 
the Referred Services brochure for 
more information. For a copy of the 
brochure, please call (253) 593-0232, or 
email: memberservices@eptha.com.  

 » For pharmacy services during a PTHA 
closure, Puyallup Tribal Members can 
get medications at:

Lincoln Pharmacy
821 South 38th Street, Tacoma
(253) 473-1155 

Tim’s Pharmacy & Gift Shop
106 1st Street S., Yelm
(360) 458-8467

Safeway Pharmacy
900 Meridian E., Ste. 19, Milton
(253) 952-0390

If you have questions about the availabil-
ity of other pharmacies, please call your 
Member Services department during 
regular business hours, or email 
memberservices@eptha.com.

Planning ahead – Health care during holiday closures
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PTHA November - December Calendar 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

19 
 

 

 21 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
at 12:00 pm 

22 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

23 
PTHA 

CLOSED 

26 27 28 
Pulling for 
 Wellbriety  

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
Grief Speaks 

1:00pm – 2:30 pm 

29 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

30 

Dec. 3 4 5 
Pulling for 
 Wellbriety  

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
Grief Speaks 

1:00pm – 2:30 pm 

6 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

7 

10 11 12 
Pulling for 
 Wellbriety  

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
Grief Speaks 

1:00pm – 2:30 pm 

13 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

14 

17 18 19 
Pulling for 
 Wellbriety  

12:00pm – 1:00pm 
Grief Speaks 

1:00pm – 2:30 pm 

20 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

21 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
at 12:00 pm 

24 
PTHA 

CLOSED 

25 
PTHA 

CLOSED 

26 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
 

27 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

28 

31 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
at 12:00 pm 

Jan. 1 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
Happy New Year! 

2 
PTHA 

CLOSED 
 

3 
Anger 

Management 
Group 

11:00 am-12:30pm 

4 

	

Patient Portal Coming 
Soon to PTHA!
PTHA patients will soon be able to access their personal 
health information online through a convenient, safe, 
and secure patient portal. You’ll be able to connect 
with your doctor, manage your appointments, and refill 
medications using a secure username and password. 
Enrollment for Puyallup Tribal Members age 62+ starts 
December 3 and all Puyallup Tribal Members can enroll 
starting December 5. 
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Announcements EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY

 

Puyallup Tribal Elders Events
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TRADITIONAL MEDICINE
Traditional medicine services are scheduled at different 
times throughout the month. Please contact Connie 
McCloud at 253-389-8729 to schedule an appointment 
or with any questions. 

The Puyallup Tribe seeks requests for 
proposals (RFP) for a case manager to 
track and monitor participants who have 
elected to make positive changes in their 
lives.  These participants will be involved 
in various avenues of treatment and self-
help, and the case manager will help to 
guide them toward their individual goals 
of self-betterment.  

The purpose of this RFP is to fill the case 
manager position with a qualified person 
who will help fulfill the mission and goals 
of the PLEAD program.

Please submit resumes and inquiries to 
eric.m.smith@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov by 
November 26, 2018.

Seeking a case manager
Culture Center 

Calendar
3509 72nd Street East

Tacoma, WA 98443

Canoe Family meetings are 
scheduled for every Tuesday at 
5 p.m. with a light dinner served.

Culture Classes are every Thursday 
evening at 5 p.m. with a light 
dinner served.

The cedar weaving and making 
Christmas ornaments, small 
baskets and weaving around a 
candle jar build weaving skills. 
Starting with simple weaving 
techniques to more complicated 
projects.

All activities are for both adult 
learners and youth. Kid projects are 
available.

11/20 Community Dinner at the 
 Puyallup Youth Center

Canoe Family:
11/27 Cedar Stars
12/4 Cedar Ornaments
12/8 Cedar Christmas    
 Ornaments, Saturday event 
 at the Puyallup Youth   
 Center, 10 a.m.
12/11 Cedar Reindeers
12/18 Cedar Candles

Culture Class:
11/15 Small Cedar Basket
11/29 Cedar Stars
12/6 Join us for the Puyallup   
 Tribe annual Christmas   
 Parade
12/13 Cedar Reindeers
12/20 Cedar Candles
12/27 No class

LUMMI CANOE JOURNEY REGIONAL MEETING
Hosted by the Puyallup Canoe Family, December 15, 
2018 at the Puyallup Community Youth Center

Congratulations Justin 
on earning your Senior 
Green Belt, and Jaxen 
on earning your yellow 
stripe. Thank you to the 
Puyallup Tribe’s Youth 
Activity Program, and 
Master Shon’s Black 
Belt Academy.

Michael Harvey Sterud
September 15, 1958 – 
October 28, 2018

u ušəbicid čəłə 
łux̌ik’wabicid.

We love you unconditionally 
and will miss you.

November 30, 2018, at the Spirit House
2209 East 32nd St in Tacoma
Wellbriety Meeting at 5 p.m.
Dinner 6 p.m.
Panel and breakout sessions 6:45 p.m.

Recovery Celebration 
Dinner to support sobriety 
and discuss solutions to 
prevent recidivism

www.salishcancercenter.com
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Youth Center EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monster Jam 
At The Tacoma Dome Arena 

Friday, January 11th, 2019 @ 7:00 pm or 
Sunday, January 13th, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 

 

There will be sign-ups for tickets starting 
 December 10th, 2018 until December 13th, 2018.  

Families can sign up through email, text or in person. 
 These tickets MUST BE picked up on  

January 9th, 2019 between 11 am and 6 pm. 
 

You will be REQUIRED to show TRIBAL ID’s for the 
PUYALLUP TRIBAL YOUTH in order to sign up. 

 
For more info or to sign up contact Mercedes Haack at 

(253) 680 – 5757, (253) 341 – 2451 or 
PTYCCtickets@gmail.com 

November 
 

 

2018 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

    After School  
4-6pm 

Bowling 
7:30 – 10 pm 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

NO CLASSES 
PARENT DINNER 

Skating  
7 – 10 pm 

Teen Night 
8 pm – 12 am 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Archery Club  

@ PTYCC 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Family Fun Center 
7 – 10 pm 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
6 pm  

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

NO EVENT 
HOLIDAY 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Archery 
Club  

@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

 
 

Happy Birthday Phillip 

After School  
4-6pm 

 
Fantasy & Zoo Lights 
Pre-Sign Ups Handout 

Fantasy & Zoo Lights 
General Handout 

11 am – 4 pm 
 

 

 

December 
 

 

2018 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

       
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

Christmas Parade 
NO CLASSES 

 

Skating  
7 – 10 pm 

Teen Night 
8 p – 12 a 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

NO CLASSES 
PARENT DINNER 

Talent Show 
6 – 9 pm 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Winter Break Camp 
9 a – 4 p 

 

Winter Break Camp 
9 a – 4 p 

 

Winter Break Camp 
9 a – 4 p 

 

Winter Break Camp 
9 a – 4 p 

 

NO EVENT 
HOLIDAY 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 NO CLASSES 

HOLIDAY 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

NO CLASSES 
Winter Break 

Bowling 
7:30 – 10 pm 

 

30 31      
Happy  

Birthday 
Lea 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

     

 

November 
 

 

2018 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

    After School  
4-6pm 

Bowling 
7:30 – 10 pm 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

NO CLASSES 
PARENT DINNER 

Skating  
7 – 10 pm 

Teen Night 
8 pm – 12 am 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Archery Club  

@ PTYCC 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Family Fun Center 
7 – 10 pm 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Archery Club  
@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
6 pm  

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

NO CLASSES 
HOLIDAY 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

NO EVENT 
HOLIDAY 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Archery 
Club  

@ PTYCC 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

After School  
4-6pm 

Sylvan & Archery 
4-6pm 

 
 

Happy Birthday Phillip 

After School  
4-6pm 

 
Fantasy & Zoo Lights 
Pre-Sign Ups Handout 

Fantasy & Zoo Lights 
General Handout 

11 am – 4 pm 
 

 

 

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians is planning 
to develop an Indian Community De-
velopment Block Grant (ICDBG) that 
would fund architectural and engineer-
ing planning and design for a Puyallup 
Tribal Community Longhouse. This grant 
requires citizen participation, document-
ed under 24 CFR 1003.604, and the Tribe 
would like to publish the following:

Funding available from the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
under this grant is $500,000, which 
would focus on community develop-
ment and would fully fund planning and 
design for the Longhouse. Planning and 

design will include community outreach, 
if HUD funds this grant.

The Tribe’s Grants Team will conduct 
outreach to obtain the views of the 
Membership and community. The 
Grants Team will conduct outreach at a 
number of community events, including 
at Culture classes, the Canoe Family 
meetings, and community dinners at the 
Grandview Early Learning Center. The 
Tribe will publish a list of the full events 
on the Tribe’s website.

As required by 24 CFR 1003.604, Tribal 
Members can make a request to review 

and comment on the Tribe’s active 
Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG). 

The Grants Team, in conjunction with 
Tribal Council and Culture, will develop 
and post a community development 
statement and will publish it on the 
Tribe’s website. The Membership and 
community are encouraged to provide 
feedback to this proposed grant project 
and the community development 
statement. Feedback is welcome at 
grants@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov, or in 
writing to Grants & Development, 3009 E 
Portland Ave., Tacoma, Wash. 98404. 

Citizen Participation
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As much as some Natives might like for it 
to, Thanksgiving is not going away.

And, in fact, many Natives fully enjoy 
the sentiments of Thanksgiving—it’s the 
historical and cultural inaccuracies that 
are troublesome. Many of these can be 
traced to beliefs propagated over gener-
ations in classrooms all over the country.

We went looking for some ideas of how 
to explain Thanksgiving, and Native 
cultures, in a way that doesn’t send their 
impressionable minds down the wrong 
track. The list below is adapted from 
“Teaching Young Children About Native 
Americans” by Debbie Reese, Nambe 
Pueblo, who is the author of the popular 
blog, American Indians in Children’s Lit-
erature.

Think of this as a cheat sheet for the next 
time a non-Native friend or educator 
asks “Well, what are we supposed to 
teach them about Thanksgiving?”

1. At Thanksgiving, shift the focus away 
from reenacting the “First Thanksgiv-
ing.” Instead, focus on items children can 
be thankful for in their own lives, and on 
their families’ celebrations of Thanksgiv-
ing at home. Provide knowledge about 

contemporary Native Americans to 
balance historical information. Teaching 
about Native Americans exclusively from 
a historical perspective may perpetuate 
the idea that they exist only in the past.

2. Critique a Thanksgiving poster 
depicting the traditional, stereotyped 
pilgrim and Indian figures, especial-
ly when talking to older elementary 
school children. Select a picture that 
most children are familiar with, such as 
those shown on grocery bags or holiday 
greeting cards. Critically analyze the 
poster, noting the many tribes the artist 
has combined into one general image 
that fails to provide accurate information 
about any single tribe.

3. Talk about specific tribes, rather 
than “Native Americans.” Ideally, choose 
a tribe with a historical or contemporary 
role in the local community. This will 
provide children with culturally specific 
knowledge (pertaining to a single group) 
rather than overgeneralized stereotypes.

4. Find images of contemporary 
children of all colors engaged in their 
usual, daily activities, like playing bas-
ketball, riding bicycles as well as tradi-
tional activities.

5. Cook indigenous foods but be careful 
not to imply that all members of a partic-
ular group eat a specific food.

6. Be specific about which tribes 
use particular items, when discuss-
ing cultural artifacts (such as clothing 
or housing) and traditional foods. The 
Plains tribes use feathered headdresses, 
for example, but not all other tribes use 
them.

Courtesy of Indian Country Today and 
Debbie Reese (Nambe Pueblo)

Talking to young children about Thanksgiving
By Indian Country Today and DEBBIE REESE

JOB TITLE: Compliance Officer
CLOSES: Nov. 19, 2018
DEPARTMENT: TERO

POSITION SUMMARY: Enforces 
Indian Preference Tribal and 
Federal laws. Serves as the liason 
between employees, employers, 
Federal agencies, and Unions 
to ensure compliance with the 
TERO Ordinance and other 
Indian Preference laws. Monitors 
Federal, State, Tribal agreements 
affecting employment on and 
off the Reservation in an effort 
to increase Native American 
employee referrals. Provides for the 
coordination and enforcement of 
the TERO Ordinance.

Job Announcements
TO APPLY: Indian preference employer 
as required by law. Submit application, 
resume, and at least two (2) letters of 
recommendation postmarked by the 
closing date to: 

Human Resources Dept. 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians
3009 E. Portland Ave.
Tacoma, WA 98404
Phone (253) 573-7963 / Fax (253) 573-7963
Job Line (253) 573-7943

Applications and copies of job announce-
ments available at Room #157 or online 
at puyallup-tribe.com/employment. 

*Resumes submitted after the closing 
date or without a completed application 
will not be considered.

JOB TITLE: Family Voluntary 
Services Case Manager
CLOSES: Nov. 28, 2018 
DEPARTMENT: Children’s Services 

POSITION SUMMARY: To develop, 
implement and evaluate case 
plans to enrolled Puyallup Tribal 
children who are found to be 
children in need of care through 
the Puyallup Tribal Court. Facili-
tates family reunification or other 
permanent placement planning 
as deemed necessary by the Tribal 
Court. Initiates life-changing 
decisions based solely on the best 
interest of the children.
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PTHA Employment Opportunities

DENTAL

Position: DENTAL LAB TECHNICIAN
Closes: Open Until Filled

Graduate from an accredited Dental Lab 
School required.  Five (5) years of expe-
rience in the following areas: orthodon-
tic appliances, denture fabrication, cast 
partial frameworks, full metal crowns 
and bridges, and porcelain crowns and 
bridges.  Experience and/or ability to 
work with Electronic Health Record 
Systems.

Position: PEDIATRIC DENTIST (Part-
time)
Closes: Open Until Filled

Graduate of an accredited school of 
dentistry and successful completion of 
a pediatric residency program.  Current 
WA State Dentist license.  Must have 
current registration with the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA) and 
have a National Provider Identifier (NPI) 
number.  Experience and/or ability to 
work with Electronic Health Records 
Systems.  Current BLS and PALS certifica-
tion required.

MEDICAL 

Position: MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Closes: Open Until Filled 

Graduation from an accredited program 
for Medical Assistants.  Must have a 
current Medical Assistant Certification 
with the State of Washington.  Three (3) 
years of experience as a Medical Assistant 

working in family medicine with patients 
of all ages. Current BLS certification 
required.  Experience and/or ability to 
work with an Electronic Health Records 
System.  

Position: PHYSICIAN – FM Residency 
Faculty, DO/MD (Part-time or Full-time)
Closes: Open Until Filled 

Doctorate of Medicine or Osteopathy 
from an accredited institution. Board 
Certified in Family Medicine and current 
license to practice medicine in the State 
of Washington. Current certification 
in ACLS and/or PALS and/or ALSO, as 
required. Experience and/or ability to 
work with Electronic Health Records 
Systems. Ability to obtain hospital priv-
ileges within four (4) months of hire, to 
participate in rounding rotation. Experi-
ence teaching and precepting Residents. 

PATIENT ACCESS 

Position: PATIENT ACCESS REPRESEN-
TATIVE
Closes: Open Until Filled 

High School Diploma or GED.  Two (2) 
years Patient Access/Front Desk experi-
ence in a health care facility, providing 
demonstrably excellent customer service 
and administrative support, with strict 
attention to detail.  Recent experience 
(within the last 24 months) verifying and 
entering insurance information. Must 
have proficiency in MS Office products 
(Word, Excel, Outlook, etc.) and expe-
rience with Electronic Health Records 
Systems.

TREATMENT CENTER

Position: ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR 
(CO-OCCURRING) – 2 POSITIONS
Closes: Open Until Filled 

Master’s Degree in Counseling or related 
field. Two years of experience, within 
the last 48 months, providing addic-
tions, alcohol, and chemical dependency 
counseling. Must have State or National 
certification as a Certified Problem 
Gambling Counselor or must obtain 
certification within two years of hire. 
Must have current and valid WA State 
Driver’s License. Current BLS certifica-
tion required. Experience and/or ability 
to work with Electronic Health Records/
Practice Management Systems. 

Addictions Counselor/Co-Occurring – In 
addition to the minimum requirements, 
must have dual licensure in Mental 
Health and Chemical Dependence. At 
a minimum, must have full licensure in 
either specialty, with trainee/associate 
license in second specialty, working 
toward full licensure within six months of 
hire. For example: either a CDP Trainee 
with full Mental Health licensure or full 
CDP certification with Mental Health 
Associate License. Mental Health License/
Associate License can include: Mental 
Health Counselor, Marriage and Family 
Therapist, or Clinical Social Worker.

The positions listed are full-time (40hrs/wk), unless otherwise stated, and include the following benefits: Medical, Vision, Dental, 
Life/AD&D insurance, 401(k), Vacation/Sick leave, paid Holidays, Employee Assistance Plan plus much more.

How to apply
A PTHA employment application must 
be completed and submitted for each 
position applied for by 5 p.m. on the 
closing date.  PTHA is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer while practicing Native 
hiring preference according to law.  Con-
tinuous recruitments for which a closing 
date is not listed may close at any time. 
Positions may be added or deleted at any 
time. All listed positions require applicants 
to acknowledge and sign a background 
check. For application forms and informa-
tion on job openings, please contact: 

Puyallup Tribal Health Authority   
Human Resources Department    
2209 East 32nd Street        
Tacoma, WA 98404        
 
Phone:      (253) 593-0232 Ext. 353
Fax:         (253) 593-3479
Job-line:   (253) 593-0101 
Email:        HR@eptha.com  
Website:   www.eptha.com

Due to the large number of applications that 
may be received, not everyone who applies 
for a vacant position will be contacted or in-
terviewed.  Only those applicants who have 
been interviewed will receive notification 
when the position is filled or closed. PTHA is 
a tax exempt, non-profit organization.

Sign up for our email notification 
if you are interested in staying 
up to date on PTHA’s job 
announcements. 

Just follow the directions below to 
sign up and be notified every two 
weeks of PTHA’s current job an-
nouncements.

 » Go to www.eptha.com.
 » Click on the employment tab 

on the website.
 » Scroll to the bottom of the page 

and click on: “Click here to join 
our job announcement email 
list.”

 » Complete the required 
information on the page. Click 
on “subscribe to list” button at 
the bottom of the page.
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Seahawks
suite winners

Seahawks vs. Chargers / Nov. 4, 2018

Newlyweds Lindsey Keating Carlson & Chase Carlson Sharron Nelson & Councilmember Annette Bryan

Susan Galloway Carter & Greg Galloway

Gail Hernandez & Tammy McGee Milton Guenther & Twila Thomas

Joe Kick & Michele Eaglespeaker Joey Walker & Leilani Lewis

Theresa George and Shawna McGrew
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November 11, 2018 – Puyallup Tribal 
member Nancy Shippentower (not 
pictured), opened the Veterans Day 
commemoration at the Puyallup Tribal 

Health Authority Veterans’ Memorial 
with a prayer. Councilmember Anna 
Bean shared words of remembrance and 
honor for veterans of the U.S. military 

and the veterans of the Fish Wars, who 
fought for our way of life and our salmon. 
Our hands go up to you!

Honoring our Veterans

WE RAISE OUR HANDS TO YOU FOLKS.

sbutbutlačibitubuł d  č ł.
Michael Session. Photo credit: Jenn Squally – Puyallup Tribe

Puyallup Tribe Chairman Bill Sterud and tribal veterans. 

By JENN SQUALLY
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November 11, 2018 – Paul Herrera, 
Puyallup Tribal Police Officer, spoke 
about the “Story Paddle” presented to 
him by the students at the Chief Leschi 
Veterans Day program in 2003. He was 

later deployed to Iraq where the paddle 
went with him into battle and later 
returned home. In his words, “the paddle 
has witnessed the good, the bad, and the 
ugly. And its come home with me.”

The Veteran’s commemoration 
concluded with song sharing and 
drumming. 

Paul Herrera. Photo credit: Jenn Squally – Puyallup Tribe

Veteran Michael Session and Puyallup Tribal Councilmember Anna Bean. Photo credit: Jenn Squally – Puyallup Tribe
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In thinking about my earliest memories 
of elementary school, I remember being 
asked to bring a brown paper sack to 
class so that it could be decorated and 
worn as an Indian costume to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. The Thanksgiving Indian 
costume that all the other children and 
I made in my elementary classroom 
trivialized and degraded the Wampano-
ags, whose ancestors attended the first 
Thanksgiving popularized in American 
culture. 

The Thanksgiving myth has done so 
much damage and harm to the cultural 
self-esteem of generations of Indian 
people, including myself, by perpetuat-
ing negative and harmful images to both 
young Indian and non-Indian minds. 

Presenting Thanksgiving to children as 
primarily a happy time trivializes our 
shared history and teaches a half-truth. 
And while I agree that elementary school 
children are too young to hear the truth, 
educators need to share Thanksgiving 
facts in all American schools sometime 
before high school graduation.

Let’s begin with Squanto (aka Tisquan-
tum), a Patuxet, one of more than 50 
tribes who formed the Wampanoag 
Confederacy. Around 1614, Squanto 
was kidnapped along with others of his 
people and taken across the Atlantic 
Ocean to Spain, where they were sold into 
slavery. Monks in Spain bought Squanto, 
and made it possible for him to find his 

way to England in 1615 where he became 
proficient in English. In 1619 Squanto 
returned to his homeland by joining an 
expedition along the New England coast. 
When he arrived at the village where he 
had been raised, all his family and the rest 
of his tribe had been exterminated by a 
devastating plague.

What about the Pilgrims? In November 
1620, the passengers on the Mayflower 
began building a permanent settlement 
on the ruins of Squanto’s Patuxet village, 
now renamed New Plymouth. Within the 
first year, half of the 102 Pilgrims who set 
out from Europe on the Mayflower had 
perished. 

Squanto was introduced to the Pilgrims 
in the spring of 1621, befriended them, 
and taught them how to survive in New 
England. Due to his knowledge of English, 
the Pilgrims made Squanto an interpreter 
and emissary between the English and 
Wampanoag Confederacy.

What really happened at the first Thanks-
giving in 1621? The Pilgrims did not 
introduce the concept of thanksgiving; 
the New England tribes already had 
autumn harvest feasts of thanksgiv-
ing. In the fall of 1621, William Bradford, 
the governor of the Plymouth Colony, 
decided to have a harvest feast of thanks-
giving. He invited Massasoit, the Grand 

Sachem of the Wampanoag Federation. 
Massasoit came with approximately 90 
warriors and brought food to add to the 
feast, and stayed in Plymouth for three 
days. 

Squanto died in 1622, but Massasoit 
outlived the era of relative peace in 
colonial New England. On May 26, 
1637, while their warriors were away, an 
estimated 400 to 700 Pequot women, 
children, and old men were massacred 
and burned by combined forces of the 
Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, and 
Saybrook (Connecticut) colonies, and 
Narragansett and Mohegan allies. Pequot 
slaves were sent to Bermuda and the 
West Indies. In 1975 the official number 
of Pequot people living in Connecti-
cut was 21. Throughout New England 
an estimated 300,000 Indians died by 
violence, and even more were displaced.

Looking at this history raises a question: 
Why should Native peoples celebrate 
Thanksgiving? Many Natives particularly 
in the New England area remember this 
attempted genocide as a factual part of 
their history and are reminded each year 
during the modern Thanksgiving. 
The United American Indians of New 
England meet each year at Plymouth 
Rock on Cole’s Hill for a Day of Mourning. 
They gather at the feet of a statue 
of Grand Sachem Massasoit of the 
Wampanoag to remember and reflect in 
the hope that America will never forget.

I don’t celebrate Thanksgiving. But I do 
take advantage of the holiday and get 
together with family and friends to share 
a large meal without once thinking of the 
Thanksgiving in 1621. I think it is the same 
in many Native households. It is ironic 
that Thanksgiving takes place during 
American Indian and Alaskan Native 
Heritage Month. An even greater irony 
is that more Americans today identify 
the day after Thanksgiving as Black 
Friday than as National American Indian 
Heritage Day.

Article courtesy of Indian Country Today 
and author Dennis W. Zotigh (Kiowa/San 
Juan Pueblo/Santee Dakota Indian)
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The Wampanoag Nation Singers and Dancers, 2011. Salt Pond, Cape Cod National Seashore. Courtesy of the Wampanoag 
Nation Singers and Dancers.


